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The Board Room Challenge

at

Warden Park School, Cuckfield

Monday 21st June 2010, 9.00 a.m. – 3.00 p.m.

Information for Business Volunteers

Summary of activity:

180 x Year 9 students (13 – 14 year olds) will be tasked with creating a new board game and business to produce, market and sell the game.  They must complete a number of different tasks and at the end of the event each team must produce an exhibition for display in the school hall.  The finalists will need to pitch their business idea to a panel of judges.    

Learning Objectives:

· Work alongside business representative(s) to enable students to relate to the world of work

· Understand and demonstrate enterprise skills and attributes and recognise their importance to employers

· Understand how business ideas can be generated

· To improve skills in decision making, communication, team working and presentation

· To develop knowledge of business concepts and techniques e.g. marketing, budgeting, finance

· Local business people will be acting as consultants and providing information and assistance to the teams.  Business consultants will also sit on the ‘panel of investors’ and judge the presentations at the end of the day.  Business volunteers may attend for either the whole day or part of the day depending on their availability.

· The challenge is split into 3 main areas (HR, marketing and finance) and we need business volunteers from each of these areas to offering meetings to students.  During these meetings students will discuss their work with the business volunteer in order to have an expert view and comment on their work.  

· Business volunteers will receive a 30-minute briefing session before the event by the Education Business Partnership Co-ordinator.  This can take place at their place of work and will enable business volunteers to familiarise themselves with the event and their role on the day. 

The Tasks

1. HR 

How many sales people do they need to employ?  Create job and person specifications for a sales person.  How much will the sales team cost?  Create an advert for the jobs for the local paper.  Plan the launch event for the board game. 

2. Marketing

Produce a newspaper advert and a storyboard for a radio or TV advert lasting 30 seconds.  Prepare a budget for advertising.  Plan the launch event for the board game. 

3. Finance 

Draw up a cash flow forecast for such things as rent, rates, electricity, phone, staffing, insurance, projected sales and stock purchases for 6 months.  Think about other ways your business can make money.  Plan the launch event for the board game. 

If you would like to get involved please call:

Madeleine Mills – Co-ordinator

West Susses Education Business Partnership

T: 01403 229321   M: 07545 200279

madeleine.mills@westsussex.gov.uk
www.wsxebp.org.uk










